In 1959, Bob returned to London and started his practice. He served as the Chairman of the Division of Plastic Surgery at the UWO from 1959 until 1994. He gave compassionate care to his patients and set high standards for himself and those he trained. During his tenure, he trained more than 40 plastic surgeons, who now practice all over North America. Bob was Chief of Surgery at Victoria Hospital in the mid 1980s. He was elected to the Council of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada and became Chairman of the Specialty Committee on Plastic Surgery.
Throughout his career, Bob maintained a research interest and he became a world expert on Dupuytren's contracture. In classic publications, Bob changed the perception of Dupuytren's contracture by demonstrating that the disease follows anatomical structures and was not an amorphous fibromatosis. In his later years, he became very interested in the genetic background of the disease and his later research involved analysis of the migration patterns of the prehistoric tribes of Northern Europe as it related to the incidence of Dupuytren's contracture. Other research contributions include the description of the McFarlane rat flap, a model still in use in many laboratories all over the world. He was the author of 51 papers and 53 book chapters, and he was the editor of two books.
Bob was a sought-after speaker at major hand meetings worldwide. In 1992, Dr McFarlane co-founded the Hand and Upper Limb Centre, a combined plastic surgery and orthopedic surgery upper extremity unit. This unit, the largest of its kind in Canada with four plastic surgeons and seven orthopedic surgeons on staff, has become a nationally and internationally recognized centre of excellence for upper limb patient care, teaching and research.
Bob is survived by his wife Pat and daughters Janie, Wendy and Laurie, sons-in-law Cope and Brian and grandchildren Kristin, Robbie, Charles and Tommy.
One of Bob's favourite books was entitled On the Shoulders of Giants (1). It was written by Dr Joseph Boyes, a friend and colleague hand surgeon. This book documents the careers and accomplishments of notable hand surgeons from the 16th century to the mid 20th century. Dr Boyes emphasized that we have gained from the knowledge and experience from those who went before us. Certainly, this tenet holds true for us who have benefited tremendously from the shoulders of the giant, Dr Robert McFarlane. Bob will be missed and never forgotten. 
